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development increase the need for 
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technologies
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HOW ARE IMPACTS ADDRESSED?
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PRESSURE STATE CHANGE

By using causal chains, further analyses on 
the associated risks may be implemented
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INTEGRATING ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 
INTO THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Habitat characteristics
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TOWARDS A COMPREHENSIVE IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Exploitation of seabed minerals may proceed 
quicker than scientific knowledge on the environmental  impacts.

We use a problem-structuring framework to review 
causal relationships between pressures caused by mineral extraction 

and the associated changes in marine ecosystems. 

This work examines the missing links for comprehensive impact assessments 
including the habitat role of the mineral deposits and the long-term impacts.
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